Florida hurricane inspections ahead of schedule

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – June 18, 2007 – Florida officials say they’re one month ahead of schedule offering free hurricane home inspections to residents, and they’re urging more homeowners to sign up.

Hope for the best but prepare for the worst. floridarealtors.org’s hurricane page offers resources to help you prepare for, or recover from, a hurricane, including information about FAR’s Disaster Relief Fund. 

Florida Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink announced that the My Safe Florida Home (MSFH) program has “blown” through its waiting list and urged more Florida homeowners to take advantage of the valuable service through the program. Since the program resumed offering inspections in late April, more than 50,000 Floridians who were on the program’s waiting list from the pilot phase have received free wind inspections. 

The program got off to a slow start in 2006, and Sink streamlined it. New applicants can apply at the MSFH program’s Web site at www.MySafeFloridaHome.com or over the program’s toll-free helpline at 1-866-513-MSFH (6734). With a free wind inspection from the MSFH program, Floridians can learn how safe their homes are, and what they can do to strengthen their homes against hurricanes. They’ll also found out if they’re eligible for savings on their hurricane insurance premiums. Homeowners who receive an inspection through the MSFH program may also be eligible for matching grants up to $5,000 to help harden their homes. 

Any Floridian who lives in a single-family site-built home is eligible. Homeowners who receive free wind inspections through the MSFH program will receive a detailed inspection report, complete with eligibility information on matching grants and estimated insurance premium discounts, if applicable. 

In order to be eligible for the program’s matching grant reimbursements of up to $5,000, homeowners who sign up now must meet the following requirements under a new law: have received a completed wind inspection report after May 1, 2007; live in a single- family, site-built home – built before March 1, 2002; have a valid homestead exemption; insured value of $300,000 or less; and be located in the wind-borne debris region. CFO Sink this week led the Florida Cabinet to require insurance companies for the next 90 days to recognize the MSFH wind inspection reports as sufficient evidence for homeowners to access insurance premium discounts, if they are eligible. 

Previously, participating homeowners were required by insurance companies to hire a wind inspector or other licensed professional to fill out a separate form to access insurance discounts, often at greater cost to the consumer. After 90 days, future inspections with the MSFH program will include a certified Uniform Mitigation Form for Florida homeowners eligible for a discount on their insurance premiums. 

Since April 2007, the MSFH program has awarded more than 5,600 grants to homeowners to harden their homes. Nearly 250 homeowners have completed the improvements recommended in their inspection reports for a total payout of more than $680,000. Homeowners are being reimbursed for half the cost up to $5,000 on a variety of home improvements, including hurricane shutters, reinforced garage doors and roof enhancements. 

Sink says her goal is to complete 400,000 free wind inspections over the next two years. 
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Questions, comments or suggestions on this article? Have a news tip? Send a letter to the editor to: Newseditor@floridarealtorsorg.

· Press Releases 

· Advertising 

· Privacy Policy 

· Copyright Notice 

· Terms of Use 

FAR Headquarters - Orlando: (407) 438-1400
Office of Public Policy - Tallahassee: (850) 224-1400

© Copyright 2007 Florida Association of Realtors®

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



